
Implementing Recycling @ Work 

in a University Setting



Welcome to IUPUI
u History

u 1891: Indiana University offered classes in Indianapolis for the first time

u 1968: Mayor Richard Lugar called for a ògreat state university in Indianapolisó

u 1969: Indiana University and Purdue University merged their many programs and schools 

to create Indiana University ðPurdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI)

u 2011: Office of Sustainability founded

u 2013: Single stream recycling started

u By the Numbers

u 30,690 students (89% are in state)

u 146 countries represented in IUPUI student body

u 534 acres

u 3,839,445 square feet of Academic -Administrative space

u 3,336 tons of waste generated in 2015



The Recycling Opportunity

University Recycle Rate

*University of Cincinnati 65%

Boise State University 61%

*University of Louisville 56%

Ohio State University 47%

*University of Illinois -Chicago 46%

*University of Colorado 45%

*Temple University 44%

*University of New Mexico 35%

*Virginia Commonwealth 

University

35%

*University of Utah 33%

*Wayne State University 28%

*University of South Florida 25%
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The Recycling Opportunity

Location Gross Waste Weight 

(lbs)

Recyclable Weight 

(lbs)

% Waste Recyclable

Cavanaugh Hall 198 134 67.7

University Library 239 97 40.6

Business/SPEA 126 103 81.8

Education & Social

Work

178 86 48.3

Taylor Hall 67 44 65.7

ALL LOCATIONS 808 464 57.4

Gross Waste 

(lbs)

Bottles/cans

(lbs)

Fiber 

(lbs)

Metals 

(lbs)

Recyclable Weight 

(lbs)

% Waste 

Recyclable

1400 575 305 35 915 65



The Recycling Solution:

University Hall Desk-Side Recycling Program
Recycling @ Work in Application



Location & Timing Matter

u Opened June 2015

u $22.9 million, 5 story building

u Built to LEED Silver standards



Keep America Beautiful:

Recycling @ Work Research

recyclingatwork.org



University Hall Desk-Side Recycling Program



THEN

u Waste bin by your desk

u Waste bin emptied 3 times/week 

by custodial staff

u Request recycle bin

u Empty your own recycle bin into 

the common recycle bin

NOW

u Recycle and waste bin by your desk

u Recycle bin will be emptied 3 

times/week by custodial staff

u Empty your own waste bin into the 

common waste bin

University Hall Desk-Side Recycling Program



Education & Engagement
u Before Launch

u Pre-survey

u Individual or office education sessions

u What is recycling? 

u Why is it important? 

u What is or is not recyclable?

u During Launch

u Informational sheets

u Improved signage

u After Launch

u Bi-weekly updates

u Progress to date

u Recycling Tips

u Dumpster Dive

u Post-survey



Results ðRecycling Performance
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Results ðDumpster Dive
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Results - Recycling Performance In 

Comparison To Other Campus Buildings


