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SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 



U.S EPAõS SMM STRATEGIC PLAN

Á Built Environment (buildings, roads, bridges, 

infrastructure)

Á Sustainable Management of Food

Á Sustainable Packaging

Á Sustainable Electronics Management

Á Life Cycle Thinking

Á Measurement

Á International Efforts



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
ÅImprove and expand data collection ex: 

material generated, how material is recycled 

disposed, etc

ÅImprove codes and ordinances under the built 

environment

ÅIncrease recycling and access to recycling 

https://www.epa.gov/smm/epa-sustainable-materials-

management-program-strategic-plan-fiscal-years-2017-2022



2030 FOOD LOSS 
AND WASTE GOAL
Á On September 16, 2015, US 

EPA and USDA  announced the 

United Statesõ  national food 

waste reduction goal. 

Á Reduce wasted food by 50% by 

2030.

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/call-action-

stakeholders-united-states-food-loss-waste-2030-reduction

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/call-action-stakeholders-united-states-food-loss-waste-2030-reduction


ÅU.S. EPA. Iowa Waste Reduction Center, Biocycle, and many others!

ÅConsider joining us: https://iwrc.uni.edu/foodrecoverysummit

https://iwrc.uni.edu/foodrecoverysummit


HOW CAN WE 
ACHIEVE SMM GOALS 
TOGETHER?

EPA can: 

Á act as a convener, 

Á help facilitate discussion, 

Á provide leadership,

Á compile actions and 

conversations of individual 

companies, organizations and 

stakeholders. 



EPA MANAGING AND TRANSFORMING WASTE STREAMS TOOL
A planning tool foré

Ålocal or regional solid waste plan updates

Åzero waste plans

Åcommunity-based initiatives https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool



FEATURES 

COMMUNITIES 

FROM ACROSS 

THE COUNTRY 



MANAGING AND TRANSFORMING WASTE STREAMS TOOL

With This Tool You Can

Å Develop implementation strategies for a high 

diversion or zero waste plan from a pick list of 100 initiatives

Å Browse implementation examples from other                           

communities to serve as models

Å Identify outreach materials & guidance other communities have 

developed that can be tailored to your community

Å Find model language and case studies to inform new terms for your 

communityõs hauler contract or agreement

https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool

https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool


MANAGING AND TRANSFORNING WASTE STREAMS TOOL TOPICS

Set Community-Wide 

Goals / Plans 

Address Local 

Government Operations 

Develop / Expand 

Infrastructure and Markets 

for Reuse & Recovery 

Address Construction & 

Demolition Debris

Conduct Community 

Outreach & Education

Expand & Incentivize 

Curbside Collection

Provide Assistance to 

Businesses & Institutions

Support Product 

Stewardship

Establish Dis-Incentives or 

Restrictions on Disposal

Implement Food Waste 

Programs



USE THE TOOL ORé.

https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool

https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool


BROWSE BY 

INITIATIVES 

OR TOPIC


